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Dental Task Force Meeting

Conference Call Minutes

September 18, 2009
Meeting Site:  Cabarrus Health Alliance
Facilitator:  Dr. Kimberly Dehler 
Attendees: Dr. Kimberly Dehler (CHA), Kathy Hartsell (CHA), Deanna Billings (Wilkes), Kelly Isenhour (Catawba), Dr. Maddy (Catawba), Kathy Ledbetter (Cleveland), Susan Johnson (Iredell)
Dr. Kimberly Dehler called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and introductions were made. Dr. Dehler went over the agenda for the meeting.

Susan Johnson announced that they have two new dentists that are husband and wife.  They just graduated from UNC.  Their quality of work and speed is good and staff is getting along better.  Kathy Ledbetter has had her dentist for a year now, Dr. Paul McMurray.  

Dr. Dehler sent out the Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) practice management grant application.  Deana reported being contacted by BCBS in the past to ask her questions regarding dental clinic efficiency issues in public health. Dr. Dehler explained that this is a 2 year version of what we are did with a different practice management organization providing 50 hours of practice management consulting awarded to each of ten counties with the BCBS grant. Grant is due October 2, 2009.   If you are interested in participating over they want an even greater level of documented commitment than we required.  You have to promise a stable staff and monthly and quarterly reporting with monthly webinars.  Susan sees the down side of this is that we have the recommendations from Julie and then another set of recommendations from this one may be confusing to staff.  Deanna personally felt if you participated in the incubator one not to do this one.  This may open dialogue to other health departments for practice efficiency per Dr. Dehler.   

Pediatric Dentistry Training was the next item on the agenda.  If dentists have questions, it sounds like Dr. Turner from Stanly County was willing to help in this area.  She checked if we could assist at the hospital but you do have to have privileges at Stanly County hospital.  If you would like to observe in the clinic, contact Dr. Turner.  Her email address is MTurner@co.stanly.nc.us  .
Dr. Dehler thanked Catawba and Wilkes for sharing radiation compliance information so we could get it updated.  A clinic can be sited and fined if new regulations not followed.  If you have not sent someone to the seminar, it was suggested to send someone.  Information updated in January.  You must have the new version of the radiation book. Dr. Maddy said the new information is on the NC Radiation website.  They can send you one.  Deanna gave the Radiation Protection Division number at 919-571-4141. AHEC has a list courses for dentists including radiation.  You must appoint a radiation safety officer that has the education and background to sign plan.  You can also appoint a delegate.  They are doing site visits. Deanna has had two radiation inspections in
eight years. Per Susan to get to Radiation website you must go to the Division of environmental health.  When get to site you will see radiation tab program you will see link to safety program guide with link to dental.  

 Iredell had the NC dental board investigator to come unannounced because of a complaint from a patient saying that someone other than dental hygienist cleaned their teeth but no other specific information given by investigator.  Looking for coronal polishing certificates.  If you had the ADA approved dental assistant program, you don’t have to have certificate.  You do have to prove they had that coronal polishing course.  They had to show certificate and curriculum from school.   Deana requires diplomas to be posted on the wall.  Just because they are DAII does not mean the DA has had that special training since not all DA curriculums included coronal polishing.  Nitrous course certificates are posted on wall also.  

Deanna mentioned that Medicaid having dental seminars in October.  A lot of new stuff that people need to be aware of.  Several things different that we have been told before.

Pediatric dental training. 
Dr. Dehler contacted Dr. Tim Wright head of UNC pediatric dentistry.  He would like to participate in assisting our dentists with training.  Dr. Dehler proposed, a portion for the public health dentists in the incubators first then a  3 -4 hour lecture on restorative materials and be open to community dentist and he agreed.  AHEC will sponsor if we opened up to community dentist.  A draft was put to together a ½ day lab where we would be cutting and restoring models and a clinical portion with children working hands on.  We would have room for 9 dentists to cover those in Julie’s training.  Drafted was 4 hour lab described, 4 hour clinical patient care of children who have been diagnosed as having severe dental caries or need class II restorations and will send x-rays to him for radiological verification.  Then would have 3 hour CE course open to community dentists. Would have to pay AHEC $625 to do groundwork and registration.  Course would be $75.00 a dentist.   No dates nailed down.  Thursday morning would be lecture and lab, then hands on in clinical section.  Private dentists geared for Friday. Many of our dentists feeling can’t do stainless steel crown fast enough and can’t manage behavior of children within the limited time slots.  Class II posterior restorations in very young children are where we often need stainless steel crowns.   Julie Weir identified our numbers were not fitting in with low income kids being treated in other practices she has analyzed.  Dr. Wright agreed when info presented to him. Health Directors approved this training.  Looking at Nov or Dec since CEU’s due at the end of the year.  She will get dates from Dr. Wright and through out to group. Dec 3rd and 4rd holiday seminar and Nov 26 and 27th not good dates.  Nov 12 and 13th not good dates for Iredell.  
Red Flag rules have been put off till the 1st of November.  Deanna mentioned newsletter from NC dental board.  If you extend credit, you are a creditor and must have a Red flag policy.  They are trying to get it if you have twenty employees or less and dentistry as exclusion.  There are four essential components of any red flag program.  Identifying what is a red flag, detecting red flags, responding appropriately when red flags are detected and updating program to reflect changes and risks from identify theft to patients.  Cabarrus to share a policy Contact Kathy W Hartsell at KWHartsell@CabarrusHealth.org . Medicaid is starting to say we need to see a photo ID of patients that are Medicaid.  

October 9th is next conference call.    
The meeting was adjourned at 10.06.
Minutes respectably submitted by

Kathy Hartsell
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



