NORTHWEST PARTNERSHIP FOR PUBLIC HEALTH

DENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE

OCTOBER 17, 2008

Meeting held at Forsyth County Health Department.

Attendees: Candice DuVernois, NWPPH; Suzette Rohrer, Forsyth County Health Department; Javier Lazaro DMD, Forsyth County Health Department; Deana Billings, Wilkes Public Health Dental Clinic; Kelly Diller, NCOH/Forsyth County; Lynn Kelly, NCOH/Forsyth County; Lynne Payne, NCOH/Davidson County; Deborah Creed, Surry County Health & Nutrition Center; Kim Frank, Davidson County
Deana welcomed everyone and self introductions were done.

Minutes from the 8-8-08 meeting were approved with one correction.
Lynne shared that Dr. Kevin and other hygienists are not attending the meeting due to state employees operating under travel restrictions.  She stated that they can continue dental services under the restrictions but not attend meetings; she is unsure of how long the restrictions will be in place.

Candice reported that she shared the minutes from our previous meeting with the regional health directors.  She stated that the Northwest Partnership will have a planning session in February to discuss projects for the next two years; she asked that this group submit ideas for dental projects.  Candice distributed a handout of “Standard Operating Procedures” resources.  She also distributed a list of “Approved Dental Intern Sites”. If approved as a site, an out-of-state dentist (who is board approved in that state) can obtain “general supervision” status, i.e., supervising dentist would only need to review records periodically. (New York is an exception because they do not require board certification.)  It takes a minimal of 90 days to obtain an intern permit.  Candice also reported that the Southern Piedmont Partnership will be doing efficiency studies in five of their dental clinics and that we may have the opportunity to participate in one the next time they offer.
Lynne reported on NCPHA; Debbye Krueger, RDH, Sunstar Americas presented “Tools That People Will Use”, discussing how to initiate positive change in oral health with adult dental patients. Also, Amy Nieves, RDH, GC America, Inc. presented “ Ultimate Protection for Partially and Newly Erupted Molars” . Ms. Nieves is the author of Amy’s List for Dental Hygienists.  The web site address is : www.amysrdhlist.com  . Lynne reported that on September 30 – October 2, 2009, NCPHA will celebrate its 100th anniversary at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville .
Deana reported that Yadkin Co. has hired some dental staff and are hoping to open their clinic in October.

As a follow-up to the discussion on legal issues at our last meeting, 2 handouts were distributed: “Who May Consent to A Minor’s Medical Treatment” by Jill Moore and a document from Legal Aid of North Carolina, Inc.  Deborah obtained the information from Jill Moore and reviewed the information she had received. Deana reviewed the information from Legal Aid and clarifications she received from a conversation with Judge Edward Gregory, Superior Court Judge.   Also, Deana mentioned a legal resource that may be helpful to have: “Dentists and the Law” by Patrice Walker.
Concerning the issue of guardianship, Deborah stated that at Surry Co.’s clinic they require the parent to be present when a procedure is being done and that a DSS representative must be present with a foster child.

Deana stated that Wilkes Dental Clinic requires consent from the legal guardian and to assure that the person presenting with the child is the legal guardian, their staff asks for any documentation of physical or legal custody from DSS.  They accept “primary physical custody” from DSS.  If they are unable to obtain this from DSS, they are referred to Legal Aid.  If parent is in prison or living out of the county, they require a signed notarized letter authorizing the caregiver to act on behalf of the child. Deana stated that if grandparents have a statement of “primary physical custody” from DSS, her clinic does not allow the grandparent to consent for any other person to bring the child in for services.

Deana announced that there will be a 4 hour pediatric dental presentation on 11-8-08 in Winston-Salem.  The topic will be “Tricky Decisions” and will be presented by Dr. Jane Ann Soxman, a nationally known speaker.  Cost will be $50 for dentists and $25-35 for assistants and hygienists.  Deana will get the registration forms out today. 

The next meeting will be on January 23, 2009, 10AM-12N, at the Forsyth Co. Health Department. Darlene Baker RDH –EDS Medicaid Office will present information and answer questions concerning Medicaid billing.  Staff that deal with Medicaid billing are urged to come.  Questions should be submitted to Deana by January 9, 2009.
