





BREAKTHROUGH TECHNOLOGIES IN NC PUBLIC HEALTH

ELECTRONIC HEALTHCARE ACCESS FOR POOR
RURAL COMMUNITIES

he Southern Piedmont Partnership together with
Tthe Cabarrus Health Alliance received funding from
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the Federal
Communications Commission to establish a health
information exchange among healthcare
providers in the region. This cutting-edge
technology places a patient’s health information
in the patient’s hands. With this user-friendly,
web-based tool, a patient can review diagnoses
and lab results and can send real-time
information to their physicians about their up-
to-the-minute condition using their cell phone
or Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) from their
home or elsewhere.

This multifaceted project includes the

1) redesign of selected clinical workflows,

2) development of the personal health

record application, 3) creation of a statewide
broadband network serving even the most

remote counties in the region, and 4) development of
application solutions for handheld technologies.




€€ Smaller counties such as ours have
benefited greatly from the shared
knowledge gained...It has helped us
to improve our business processes
and customer service. It also makes
us feel proud to be part of the
‘bigger public health picture.” 7?7 = —

— Health Director
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NC Public Health Incubator Collaboratives 2 Public Health Incubators Work.

(“Incubators”) are volunté}ry teams of local Each partnership generates specific regional public

health departments working together to: health priorities and projects. Examples below

* Share ideas and cutting edge practices provide a sample of the more than 30 e
Incubator projects across 6 regional partnerships:

e Secure additional resources to address common
problems * An HIV mobile clinic providing service to a 19

: county region
* Develop and implement innovative projects that

address local and regional public health priorities * HPV vaccine and cancer prevention awareness
initiative
Primary Points of Interest about Public e Collective purchasing of environmental health
Health Incubators: technology and data standardization

* Research about the growing aging population to
improve access to care and overall quality of life

1 Local Public Health Provides the
Leadership.

for seniors
® Local health directors quickly identify and
effectively respond to community needs. 3 Adding $2 million in recurring funds will
* Buy-in to incubator initiatives is rapid and allow for additional project innovation,
widespread. replication, and expansion.

e Local or regional projects can be piloted,
evaluated, and where successful, replicated
across incubators and health departments.

e Incubators have leveraged current core funds
by raising nearly $12 million in grant awards for
local projects. However, promising projects have
not been pursued due to insufficient core funds
— only half of the proposed health department

Key Partnership Contacts projects were able to be funded in 2007.

Central South Central .
Kelly Goonan Rick Steeves e Public Health Incubators have grown from 1

336.641.7777 910.277.7319 regional partnership to 6 partnerships across
the state — now covering 81 of North Carolina’s
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counties. Additional funding is required to keep
Northeastern Southern Piedmont up with the growth and success of the program.
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oversight, evaluation, and communication for NC PHICs.
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